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Clark Cemetery Preservation News 
A News Update for Clark Cemetery Families and Friends 

Annual Meeting Saturday, April 28, 2012 a Success! 
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Top Left: Members vote on and approve new Association 

By-Laws. Top Right: Sam Cotter delivers the message and 

memorial for David Barton (died: February 1, 2012). He 

also spoke about the Cemetery and volunteering Left: 

Melvin Woody’s Treasurer’s Report was accepted by the 

Association members after motions were made and a vote 

taken with a unanimous approval. 

Page 1 

 

www.clarkcemeterypreservation.org  
www.clarkcemeterypreservation.org/blog  

 

 

 

 

Annual Meeting 
President Wayne Clark, despite being still in 

recovery from recent heart surgery, was “fit as a fiddle” 

and opened our:2012 Annual Meeting. Wayne started 

by announcing the elected Trustees, stating that there 

would be a By-Laws vote, a reading of the minutes of 

Trustees Meetings, and a reading of the Treasurer’s 

Report. He said lots of improvements were made in 

2011 and right up to the present. 

Above:: Melvin Woody provided a thorough and 

detailed report of the Association donations, expenses, 

and balance sheet and endowment fund. He said that 

the Association received $3,350.00 for the endowment 

fund in the past fiscal year April 1 to March 31, 2011. 

$3,350.00 in Donations! Thanks 
to all who donated to the 
Endowment Fund this Year and 
for all the other gifts to our 
Clark Cemetery Association! 
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Minutes Reading and Treasurer’s Report 
Wayne then asked Sheila Woody to read the 

minutes from the last Trustee’s Meeting. Sheila 

reported on the January 11 and March 11 Trustee’s 

Meetings and she recapped and read minutes of the 

April 23, 2011 Annual Meeting. Wayne Clark asked 

for motions to approve the minutes and they were 

approved. Wayne then asked Melvin Woody to come 

to the podium and provide the Treasurer’s Report. 

Melvin provided a detailed fund balance, donations 

and expenses report. Wayne asked for a vote to 

accept the treasurer’s report. Motions were made and 

the report was accepted by vote. Wayne then asked 

to update the members on all the projects and 

improvements undertaken in 2011 starting with the 

announcement of our 501 (c) (13) non-profit 

approval by the IRS.. He talked about the launching 

of the Ad Hoc Committee in 2010 by Sam Cotter, 

the ground penetrating radar to find  65 unmarked 

graves and the launching of the Clark Cemetery 

Association website by Dave Cumming. He then 

talked about the grid map system that he and Melvin 

Woody laid out and marked with driven steel 

markers. He introduced Craig Boretsky as an Ad 

Hoc Committee Member who coordinated the 

production of a high resolution aerial photo and a 

digital image by Redwing Aerial along with the 

constructing of a map display case and permanent 

sheltered kiosk. He talked about Kimberly Woody 

Boretsky’s finding and ordering the small engraved 

unmarked grave markers. He talked about 

Kimberly’s work to see through the obtaining of a 

Texas Historical Designation from the Texas 

Historical Commission. Wayne then called Sheila 

Woody to the podium for the Secretary’s report. 

Thank You Announcements 
Sheila thanked those who have donated to the 

fund for their gifts and emphasized the importance of 

building the fund. She asked members to make 

updates or additions to the lineage pages in the book 

she provides. She said plot reservation forms are 

available to pre-reserve plots. She thanked Ann 

Drake and Sharon and Glen Hobart for donations for 

the Texas Historical Commission (THC) historical 

marker fee. She asked for volunteers and continued 

donations. Wayne then had Sam Cotter come to the 

podium. Sam made a strong appeal for donations and 

spoke passionately about all the efforts to keep Clark 

Cemetery for its families. Page 2 

Above: President Wayne Clark presides over voting on 

acceptance of the Treasurer’s Report and Meeting 

Minutes. Below: Sheila Woody reads the minutes from 

the last Ad Hoc Committee Meeting and the Trustees 

Meetings. 
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Improvements Recap 
Craig Boretsky then provided a summary 

explanation of the improvements including the 

restroom renovation and new roofs, constructing of 

the map kiosk, pavilion roof, straightening the 

table, and new slab. He pointed out a flag marker 

toward the center of the cemetery to mark the 

location for future installation of a 25-foot flag pole 

which would be very appropriate for the cemetery. 

He pointed out a marker suggested by Sam Cotter 

near the gate front entrance to locate where the 

THC historical marker will be installed. He 

mentioned that the roof installation on the 

restrooms was designed to accommodate future 

stone work for the restrooms that will match the 

stonework on the map kiosk. He stated that the 

pavilion pad and posts have footings designed to 

accommodate future stone work as well. 

Marker Recap 
 Kimberly (Woody) Boretsky explained the 

two step process in obtaining a Texas Historical 

Commission (THC) Marker. She explained that the 

Ad Hoc Committee achieved the first one in 

obtaining the THC Designation early in 2011. The 

second step was to research and produce a 

historically significant research paper. She said: 

“At the 2011 Annual Meeting, Clark Cemetery 

celebrated the Texas Historical Commission’s 

certification that Clark Cemetery, Parker County, 

was recorded as a Historic Texas Cemetery of 

2011. The Historic Designation was the first of two 

steps in obtaining an Official Historical Texas 

 

 

Top Left: Craig Boretsky provides a detailed summary of 

the physical improvements that have been accomplished 

and those planned for the Cemetery grounds. Above: 

Kimberly (Woody) Boretsky briefs the attendees on the 

Texas Historical Commission Marker application two-step 

process starting with our Designation by THC as a State 

Historical Cemetery. 

Cemetery marker. The second step being a 

historically significant research paper of Clark 

Cemetery written with four sections: content, 

overview, physical description, and historical and 

cultural significance. The Clark Cemetery research 

paper totaled 31 pages with 156 footnotes. This paper 

was then electronically transferred to the THC on 

November 15, 2011. On January 31, 2012, Bob 

Brinkman, a THC Commissioner, contacted the 

Parker County Historical Chairman H. Lawrence with 

an email message confirming the Cemetery had been 

awarded the Large Official Texas Historical 

Cemetery Marker. Upon that knowledge, a check in 

the amount of $1500 was mailed to the Historical 

Commission on February 2, 2012.. Two families from 

the Cemetery sponsored the historical marker. Glen 

and Sharon Hobart of Waco, Texas sponsored the 

marker in the amount of $1000 given in loving 

memory of Sharon’s grandmother Mrs. S. E.  
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Jesse (McAnally) Cumming and Mrs. Ann Drake 

of Dallas, Texas, sponsored the Marker in the 

amount of $100 in loving memory of the 

Nicholson and Ruland families. 

The Marker text inscription is the sole 

responsibility of the THC. Once the Marker txt 

has been composed and approved myself and the 

County Chair, then the foundry work begins. The 

entire process will take over one year. The 

dedication ceremony will occur in April of 2013 

or 2014 to coincide with our Annual Meeting. To 

keep apprised of all developments regarding the 

Marker, please include your email address on the 

sign-in sheet, so you may receive the Clark 

Cemetery Preservation Newsletter. To conclude I 

would like to share a passage from the Clark 

Cemetery 2012 Application Research Paper: 

The importance of being awarded an Official 

Texas Historical Cemetery Marker would ensure 

and promote greater awareness of Clark Cemetery 

in the following ways. It would assist in reminding 

ancestors of the significant role played by early 

pioneer settlers of the Wright Community in 

Northeastern Parker County. It would emphasize 

the unselfish sacrifice of our past and present 

military veterans by acknowledging their service 

history. And lastly, it would remind the ancestors 

and residents of Northeastern Parker County that 

their life today would not be possible without the 

bravery, sacrifice, and determination of those 

before them. Preserving that rich heritage and 

highlighting the accomplishments of those interred 

at Clark Cemetery is a noble and worthy cause 

made even more significant by the award of an 

Official Texas Historical Cemetery Marker.” 

 

Newsletter and Website Recap 
 

 Dave Cumming said the newsletter was 

started back in 2010 when the Ad Hoc Committee 

was formed to do improvements and raise funds 

for the Clark Cemetery Association. He said we 

needed a way to summarize meetings and our 

accomplishments and then communicate them. He 

said he started the newsletter at first as a monthly 

to keep up with the progress on the various 

projects the Ad Hoc Committee had undertaken. 

He said that we now are publishing it quarterly 

Above: Dave Cumming explains the upcoming 

changes to the Clark Cemetery Association official 

website; www.clarkcemeterypreservation.org. . 

by email and on the website so anyone can access 

current and past newsletters. He said he had been 

doing a lot of redesign on the website to simplify 

it and make it easier to use to get information like 

accessing the By-Laws and Plot Reservation 

Form online. He mentioned that a PayPal 

Donation button is on the blog and main site to 

make it easy to donate for those who have PayPal 

accounts. He said you can give any amount you 

want using PayPal. He said that preserving Clark 

Cemetery is not only about contributing to keep 

the endowment fund up and making 

improvements, but also about preserving the 

memories of our family members and loved ones 

buried at Clark. He asked members to mail in 

stories and pictures about their ancestors to post 

them on the main website or blog. He thanked 

Star Reedy Bradshaw for her help with getting the 

good listings to be found easily on the web. 

Database Genealogy Site Report 
Donny Anderson explained that his 

portion of the improvements was to develop a 

searchable database keyed to the grid map. 

http://www.clarkcemeterypreservation.org/
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Above: Donny Anderson tells about his development 

of a searchable database with grave listings, 

headstone photos, and genealogical information. He 

showed the site and database on his laptop at the 

meeting. He explained that he has over 400 listings. 

 

Below: A screenshot of the Facebook Group page 

Tammy Brown put together and updates along with 

Star Reedy Bradshaw. Right: The picture with her 

family Tammy uses for her Facebook posts. Star’s 

posts use the picture to the right of Tammy’s (at 

least until she decides to change it).  

Database Genealogy Site Report (cont.) 
He said he has the search engine built and all 440 

names and the grid locations input that indicate 

grave locations for all the ancestors in marked graves 

on the grid map. He is working on the interface and 

means for incorporating it into the main site. He 

thanked Tammy Clark Brown and Melvin Woody 

for their help with providing names to update the list.  

He said he has a genealogical database in 

which all the names are included along with 

photographs and brief genealogical information. 

“We’ve bought the software that will display the 

genealogical pages,” he said and he brought his 

laptop to the Annual Meeting to show a live demo of 

the genealogical database site. 

He said he will continue to work on refining 

the site and adding to the information while making 

it easy to find both interment and genealogy. 
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Facebook group 

facilitators, 

Tammy and Star 

Facebook group page -- you can access this page from the Facebook icon on the main site homepage. 

Facebook page –https://www.facebook.com/groups/330638906970431/417146208319700 

*****CONTINUED IN NEWSLETTER PART 2 **** 


